
“We can find meaning and reward by serving some higher purpose than  
ourselves, a shining purpose, the illuminationof a Thousand Points of Light... 

We all have something to give.”          
- George H. W. Bush

                                                                             President of the United States of America, 1989 -1993
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Abby Lumbard

Our Mission and Vision
Foundation Mission

The mission of the Battle Creek Area Catholic Schools 

(BCACS) Foundation is to encourage stewardship for 

Catholic education in our community to meet today’s 

needs with financial support as we seek to secure the 

future of Catholic schools in Battle Creek.

Foundation Vision
The Battle Creek Area Catholic Schools 

Foundation advocates for Catholic education in 

Battle Creek, primarily through support of the 

pre-K through grade 12 Catholic schools. We 

envision school-based Catholic education being 

available in perpetuity to all who seek it, through 

strong, broad-based financial and spiritual 

support. Our engaged Board, dedicated staff, and 

committed donor community are unwavering in 

their support of Catholic education.

Contact Us
63 N. 24th Street, Battle Creek, MI 49015

Phone: (269) 963-4771 • Web: www.bcacs.org 

Email: alumbard@bcacs.org

“The work of the BCACS Foundation has never been more 

critical than within this past year. Our collective work has 

allowed our schools to successfully transition through one 

of its’ most trying and unexpected times in history. I’m so 

inspired by the generosity of our community, which enabled 

us to provide our schools this necessary support.”

— Abby (Buckley) Lumbard, BCACS Foundation 

Development Director, Class of 2005
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“The focus of the BCACS Foundation is to facilitate and support the good work of those around 

us and in our BCACS schools. Essentially, we work to illuminate each of our own points of 

light; our valued constituents.  In our wildest imaginations, we never could have foreseen 

what the world would look like today in the midst of a global pandemic.  If there is one thing 

I am most proud of, it is the light our BCACS schools continues to illuminate during this time.  

Our supporters -- each of you -- have added to this light in the prayerful support and financial 

generosity you’ve extended.  By finding the good, sharing hope and not fear, we have risen 

above and emerged once again as a stronger community.”

— Nicole Shugars, President, BCACS Foundation



$ 125,000
School Operating 

Subsidy

$ 275,935
Tuition 

Assistance

$ 47,458 
Athletics

$ 16,092 
Other Needs

$ 30,000
Capital Loan 

Support

$ 48,339 
Facilities 

$ 7,400
Post Graduate 

Scholarships

 

$ 9,946 
Alumni 

Support

2019 - 2020 FOUNDATION SUPPORT TO BCACS

The Foundation provides 17% of the Battle Creek Area Catholic  
Schools’ income, in addition to unbudgeted support annually

REVENUES

Pledges - Unrestricted  $ 179,408

Pledges - Restricted  $ 413,545  

Pledges - Endowment  $ 118,021

Investment Income  $ 109,958

Fund Raising Events  $ 33,382

Total Revenue  $ 854,314

EXPENDITURES

School Subsidy $ 125,000

Tuition Assistance $ 275,935

Other Grants & Supports to Schools $ 159,295

Operating Expenses $ 112,831

Total Expenditures $ 673,061

Net Increase to Fund Balances $ 181,253

Beginning Fund Balances $ 3,653,486

Ending Fund Balances $ 3,834,739

YEAR END ENDOWMENT BALANCES

Permanent $ 2,571,927

Earnings $ 482,860

TOTAL $ 3,054,787

Foundation Financial Status



$250,000
Unrestricted Funds

 Unrestricted Funds can be used when and wherever they are 
most needed. Annually, these funds are used for an operating 
subsidy to the school which lowers tuition for everyone and 
also covers the cost of operations for the foundation. 

$250,000
Capital Improvement Campaigns
 Much like your home, our school buildings are in need of 
continual improvements and maintenance. The Foundation 
helps both St. Philip and St. Joseph Catholic schools by 
raising money for their larger capital needs. Currently, the 
project most urgently in need of support is the St. Joseph 
school roof. This project alone will cost at least $300,000. 
The initial phase of the campaign helped to raise the first 
$150,000. The second phase will launch in early 2021

$50,000
Tuition Assistance
The Foundation provides $225,000-$270,000 in tuition 
assistance for families who would not otherwise be able 
to attend BCACS. The bulk of this assistance comes from 
endowed funds and donor gifts. Typically, the need for tuition 
assistance exceeds $300,000. Tuition assistance ensures 
that our current families are able to continue at BCACS and 

offers new families the opportunity to attend our schools. 

$50,000
Technology Upgrades 
Technology is constantly changing and improving. The 
BCACS technology committee has a goal to stay ahead of 
the curve by replacing and instituting new equipment each 
year so that our students have access to the most current, 
appropriate technology. 

The Foundation’s Goals for 2020-2021 Annual Fund Drive

We All Have Something To Give

A Shining Purpose

The passage of time can be both a blessing and a curse. On the one 
hand, 2019 celebrated 70 years of Catholic education at St. Joseph 
Elementary School. On the other hand, during those 70 years, new 
construction and updates have resulted in a cobbled together and 
quickly deteriorating St. Joseph School roof. 

The bad news is that 
a structural analysis of 
the St. Joseph School 
roof in 2018 told a grim, 
if loving tale. The north 
wing of the St. Joseph 
Elementary School must 
be replaced, as well as 
the roof on the original 
section of the cafeteria. 

Other sections of the St. Joseph School roof are also in need of 
maintenance to safeguard their longevity. Collectively, these projects 
are estimated to be over $300,000.

The good news is that the Catholic schools’ community is blessed 
with generous and committed supporters. You ensure a vibrant 
Catholic school system through your annual support. It is solely with 
this community’s support that allowed us to obtain half of the funds 
needed for the repair by January of 2020. 

The other good news stems from a 2019 
summer hail storm. Insurance coverage 
from the damage of this storm brought a 
temporary fix to a section of the roof in most 
dire need of repair. This temporary solution 
will afford us more time to complete the campaign in full as we work 
to secure the necessary funds for the overall replacement.  

More good news lies in the BCACS Foundation’s commitment to 
being good stewards of your dollars. In 2020, the Foundation applied 
for and was awarded a matching grant from the organization Catholic 
Extension for the St. Joseph Roof Campaign. Any new pledges as 
of July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021 will be eligible towards this 
match grant, up to $40,000. If you’d like to make a new pledge to this 
campaign that can be doubled by Catholic Extension, please contact 
Abby Lumbard at 269-963-4771. 

Commitment to the schools extends beyond the test scores, 
athletics, and the overall academic experience. It includes the four 
walls surrounding the students, and most importantly, the roof over  
their heads. We are so blessed by our community’s commitment to 

each of these critical pieces of our schools. 



The following individuals, families, companies, and organizations have blessed the BCACS Foundation with gifts 
totaling $500 or greater between July 1, 2019 and June 30, 2020. 

It takes a village of supporters for our schools to continue delivering spiritual and academic excellence. We 
sincerely thank those that have generously given within the last year and hope you know how deeply your 
support is valued. 

Our gratitude is also with those that have requested to remain anonymous.

Providing Bright Futures
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Providing Bright Futures
Our faith is clear 
in its calling to do 
good unto others, 
wherever we go. 
This may look like a simple act of 

kindness, sharing words of wisdom, 

or offering a gift with no expectation 

of anything in return. For Rick 

Labrecque, this was hardly 

a new concept. He spent his lifetime thinking of 

others and quietly sharing whatever he could to 

those who needed it, without any expectation of 

acknowledgment or praise. 

Born on July 16, 1963 and raised in Battle Creek, 

MI, Rick and his six siblings spent their early years 

at St. Joseph schools. “We loved the atmosphere 

at St. Joe. It was a small school with quality 

education. It seemed like everyone really cared 

about us and our success,” shared younger 

brother David Labrecque.  

Rick lived a fulfilled life with his many family and 

friends. For those that had the chance to really 

get to know Rick, they would know that beneath his tough 

exterior, he was very tenderhearted. He always found a 

way to support others, often without ever being asked. He 

kept things entertaining and had a competitive nature, most 

often evident on the golf course. His many 

years of successful business ownership 

created lifelong friendships out of his loyal 

employees. Those employees would later 

share stories of simple acts of kindness that 

Rick regularly offered, such as teaching them 

how to parallel park in the parking lot of his 

restaurant or renting a car while theirs was 

out of service. 

With an unfortunate cancer diagnosis in early 2020, Rick 

began thinking through how he wanted to leave his impact 

eternally. David Labrecque shared, “He decided a long time 

ago where he wanted to leave his gifts. He shared a story 

that I don’t think any of us were aware of. With having 

seven kids in the Catholic schools, our father wasn’t sure if 

he could afford tuition any longer. Rick worked all summer 

to save up money to be able to pay for it himself. When 

school was about to begin, our father told Rick that he had 

figured out a way to make it work.” 

Rick never forgot this and wanted to ensure 

that current and future students would have the same 

foundation that was instilled in him and his family members 

through his time at Battle Creek Area Catholic Schools. With 

this gift, Rick’s legacy will live on long after his time with us 

on Earth. 

Our students will benefit by having the appropriate tools, 

equipment, highly trained staff, and most importantly, 

enriched faith as a pillar to carry them through wherever 

their futures lead them. With Rick and our generous 

community of supporters, our students will have everything 

that they need to lead successful lives. 

In a time of tragedy, we are most grateful to Rick Labrecque 

and his friends and family for ensuring the future of our 

students and families. 

A great personal expression of giving is with 

a planned gift. Planned giving demonstrates a 

commitment to the Battle Creek Area Catholic 

Schools in perpetuity. No matter the size, planned 

gifts provide essential funding that has the power to 

impact our future Catholic education. To learn more 

about the various planned giving options available 

to you, please contact the BCACS Foundation.



Finding Light from Darkness

When we excitedly kicked off the 2019-2020 school year 
last fall, we had no inclination of what circumstances God 
would present to us within the final quarter of the year. As 
our community shut down, the dedicated and talented Battle 
Creek Area Catholic Schools staff acted swiftly to ensure that 
all of our students not only had basic needs met at home but 
that they were able to continue their education through daily 
virtual instruction.  

Without missing a step and with only a few hours’ notice, 
BCACS staff implemented a virtual learning plan for students 
to work remotely until it was deemed safe to return to school. 
Staff led Zoom meetings, phone calls, and organized supply 
pick up and drop off to ensure that every student had the 
appropriate supports in place. 

Along with the focus of continuity of education, supporting 
students’ social and emotional well-being in a time of fear and 
uncertainty was also a priority. Middle School and High School 
staff and administrators personally delivered comfort packages 
to every student’s home. Along with the treats, the familiar and 
friendly faces were a welcomed sight.

As the summer months carried on, the plans for reopening 
the school took shape. The school administrators worked 
around the clock, coordinating with our clergy, the Diocese of 
Kalamazoo, and local and national health officials to create a 
comprehensive plan to ensure the safe return to our schools.

With many thanks to our thoughtful 
community, donors provided generous 
gifts to support these plans, allowing 
students to re-enter the buildings in the 
fall of 2020. The BCACS Foundation 
also actively pursued additional support, 
securing funds from the Battle Creek 
Community Foundation for the necessary 
supplies and equipment to safely reopen 
the schools. 

These combined efforts and gifts have 
allowed us to:

=  Provide each student with an electronic device, which will 
enable them to stay connected both inside and outside of 
the classroom

=  Purchase in-classroom live streaming cameras and software 
that enables students that are unable to attend in-person 
learning to stay connected to daily instruction virtually while 
at home

=  Purchase the essential protective gear and personal hygiene 
items for both staff and students to keep our environments 
safe for learning

=  Provide new work stations for students to keep a safe 
distance while working in classrooms

Please keep our staff, students, and families in your prayers as 
we work together to continue providing academic and spiritual 
excellence at Battle Creek Area Catholic Schools in this 
unprecedented time. 


