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Tiger TracksFORMERLY THE ALUMNI NEWS

KEEPING OUR BCACS STUDENTS, ALUMNI, FAMILY AND FRIENDS CONNECTED

Our children are our greatest treasure. As they 
learn and grow spiritually and academically, 

we need to make sure we are not only feeding their 
minds and spirit, but also protecting them from the 
elements. Just as you invest in the upkeep of your 
home, we need to invest in our school buildings on 
an ongoing basis. A few years ago, we replaced the 
roof on all the old portions of the St. Philip School. 
Now it’s time to turn our attention to the St. Joseph 
campus where we need to replace the roof on the 
older sections of the elementary and cafeteria. 

“The first two sections that need to be addressed 
immediately include the early childhood education 
wing (estimate $150,000) and the old section of 
the cafeteria (estimate $125,000). We would like to 
schedule these two sections to be completed during 
summer break. We also have additional areas that 
will need to be replaced within the next few years 
and have maintenance work to complete to maximize 
the life of the newer roofs (estimate $40,000),” said 
Business Manager Ed Bauman, Class of 1970.

“There is no greater feeling than walking into our 100-year-
old high school or 70-year-old elementary school and having 
that euphoric sense of all the love, memories, and traditions 
that have taken place throughout their history. We are a 
small school with a large heart and strong alumni base 
because of the history, friendships, and family that we cherish 
within these walls. Making a donation to the roof is not only 
maintaining a building, it is also preserving the history and 
memories while also allowing us to build new ones. We want 
our current students to learn and love under the same "newer" 
roof that we have all shared. God is currently allowing a little 
‘too much’ light to shine through and we could use your help 
since through Him, all things are possible [Matthew 19:26].”

~Katie Reed, Class of 2000
st. Joseph sChool assistant-pRinCipal

Protecting the future means
reserving the ROOF over their heads

Our St. Joseph Schools 
need help from YOU

PLEASE SEE “ROOF” ON PAGE 2

Also in this issue: Homecoming 2018~ Distinguished Alumni ~ Hall of Fame ~ Stories from our Elementary, Middle & High 
Schools ~ Legacy Family: the Baumans ~ The St. Joseph School Grotto ~ Alumni Spotlights: McIntyre & Toth ~ and more!
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13th Annual

September 15, 2019
Contact Vicky Groat at 

269.963.1462 or vgroat@bcacs.org

All Proceeds Support the Sheila Guerra 
Memorial Scholarship Fund.

Memorial Golf Outing
Sheila Guerra

Upcoming events and important moments
TAKE A LOOK WITH YOUR CALENDAR BOOK

The Alumni page on BCACS.ORG is 
an invaluable resource for our Alumni. 

Stay connected where ever your are.
Need to plan a reunion? Our online 

submission form will help get the word out 
through our social media, as well as connect 
you with valuable BCACS resources.

Want to find your yearbook? We have 
digital copies of every STP yearbook from 
1948 to 2008, except 2007, which we still 
need to locate. Whenever an STP Class 
reaches their 10-year milestone, their digital 
yearbook will be available.

Want to check out upcoming Alumni 
events and reunion? We have a page for 
that - no Facebook account required.

Need to update your information or 
that of a fellow alumnus? We have a simple 
online form. Tell us about your kids, your 
new job, your upcoming marriage. No 
stamp required.

Want to nominate an alumni to the Hall 
of Fame or for the Distinguished Alumni 
Award? Our online form will collect your 
information and accept photos and other 
supporting materials.

Calling all MeMbers of the Classes of

1944 1949 1954 1959
1964 1974 1979 1984 
1989 2004 2009 2014

are YoU planning YoUr reUnion?

REUNION ROLLCALL
Class of 1969’s 50th Reunion

September 6, 2019
Southern Exposure Herb Farm

Contact
Mary Atchley at 269-968-6449

Margie Abbey Miller at 269-967-9022

ALL SAINTS
SUPERFEST

Fun for the whole family
on the grounds of St. Joseph Parish

September 20-22, 2019

Save the Date

CHECK THE ALUMNI PAGE AT BCACS.ORG FOR 
REUNION INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE.

Michael J. Hume

BIG RED OPEN31
st 

An
nu

al

SaturDay, June 15, 2019
binDer park Golf CourSe

Contact Mary Rabbitt to register
mrabbitt@bcacs.org ~ 269.963.4503

MaY 3-4, 2019

A NEW TRADITION
A NEW FUNDRAISER

A NEW BBQ CHAMPION

SAVE THE DATE AND STAY TUNED FOR 
MORE INFORMATION

“ROOF”, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“We have two primary funding needs right 
now. Finishing our annual campaign unre-
stricted funds goal of $250,000 and raising 
$300,000 for the roof on St. Joseph School,” 
said Battle Creek Area Catholic Schools 
Foundation Director Louanne McIntyre.

There are many ways you can support this 
roof project. Use the enclosed envelope to 
make a pledge or one-time gift. Cash, check, 
and most credit cards are accepted. Online 
giving is available at www.bcacs.org. Con-
tributing gifts of appreciated stock or donat-
ing a portion of your minimum distribution 
directly from your Individual Retirement 
Account (IRA) can positively impact your 
income tax situation. Contact your accoun-
tant or financial advisor to see which of these 
options are best for you.

For more information about this cam-
paign, contact BCACS Foundation Director 
Louanne McIntyre at (269) 963-4771 or 
lmcintyre@bcacs.org.

Cereal CitY
bbQ festival
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reflecting on the bcacs difference
ST. JOSEPH MIDDLE SCHOOL WELCOMES OUR LADY

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception had special 
meaning for our St. Joseph Middle School this year. It marked 

the official installation of the Blessed Mother grotto.
The grotto, located outside the middle school’s main entrance, is 

the Eagle Scout project of St. Philip freshman Jacob Thome, son of 
Colleen (Magers) Thome, Class of 1995. It is the second sacred space 
installed at the middle school this year. The Eagle Scout project of 
St. Philip junior Adam Sprague, Son of David Sprague, Class of 
1987, was the St. José Sanchez del Rio chapel, which Bishop Paul 
Bradley dedicated on August 30th.

Jacob credits his middle school experience as inspiration. Often 
theology teacher Don Shafer’s classroom was the only space 
available for prayer.

“Before the new chapel, I didn’t know of a place for the students 
to go and pray,” Jacob said. “Now there are two places. The grotto 
is a good place to ask for the intercession of Mary and the chapel 
would be a good place to incorporate Jesus because the sacrament 
is there.”

Jacob started his project in May, designing the grotto, raising the 
money, installing the statue, landscaping the grounds, and arranging 
for the benches. He received help from fellow scouts, parishioners, 
family, and teachers. Every detail had our Blessed Mother in mind, 
especially when it came to the flowers.

“I tried to go for purples and blues for Mary,” Jacob said. “There 
are a lot of knockout roses in the back.”

On December 6th, after the school Mass, Fr. Christopher Ankley 
led the congregation to the grotto to bless the site.

“We chose that day because it is the closest to the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception which is on the 8th,” Fr. Chris said.

Mr. Shafer is proud of his former students’ choice to serve their 
school community.

“That Catholic identity piece with Adam and now with Jacob 
is part of our legacy as a school,” Mr. Shafer said. “It gives me 
goosebumps thinking about it.”

St. Philip Freshman Jacob Thome surveys the new landscaping 
in the early stages of the Grotto project.

Fr. Chris Ankley and the entire St. Joseph School community 
gathers to bless the new Grotto on December 6, 2018.

“What a great opportunity for our students and staff to 
deepen their faith in God by celebrating Mass, adoration, or 
simply praying,” Mr. Shafer said. “The chapel allows Jesus to 
reside with us, in our school, in a very holy way.”
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homeComing 2018

[above] The Class of 1988 with Father 
John Fleckenstein

The 2018 Homecoming Court [l. to r.] Crysal Mejia-Lugo, Myrka Cardosa-Garcia, Madi Elliott, Taylor Hood, 
Maya Segovia, Diego Campos, Chris Kubasiak, JC Downey, Joey Janofski, and Ryan Reincke

Topanga Sheets, Tiny Tiger 
Cheerleader, Class of 2030, daughter of 
Michelle (Sheets) Fields, Class of 2003.

[below] 2018 Hall of Fame recipients 
with Vicky Groat and Tiger Phil
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oC tobeR 6, 2018

“I think homecoming has an extra special meaning because when you are a part 
of a school that is a family, you get excited when people come home. It warms my 
heart to see old friends, former students, supportive parents, and teachers and 
staff that have had a huge impact on my life.”

~Katie Reed~
St. Joseph Schools assistant-principal and BCACS alumna

“Homecoming is a fun and exciting time of the school year. Students create 
lasting memories for years to come and become a part of the traditions of the 
homecoming celebrations. As an alumna, it is great to see so many people come 
back for this one weekend and share great memories.”

~Vicky Groat~
St. Philip High School principal and BCACS alumna 

“Homecoming is full of excitement and fun for our middle school, elementary 
school, and preschool students. It helps to build the family connection we have 
between our schools, all the way from our Tiniest Tigers in preschool to our Tiger 
friends in the high school.”

~Sara Myers~
St. Joseph Schools principal and St. Joseph alumna

Cas Dzwik, 2015 Hall of Fame recipient, 
and Honorary Alumnus.

[above] The Marching Tigers
[below] the Fighting Tigers

[above] Madi Elliott in the 
Homecoming parade
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CongratUlations to st. philip high sChool 

DistingUisheD alUMnUs 2018 inDUCtee
earl Joseph brUtsChe iii 

Joe attended St. Philip High School all 12 
years graduating in 1967. Joe participated 

in Track, Football, and Intramural 
Basketball. He was awarded “Most Spirited” 
on the football team. 

Joe’s commitment to St. Philip is strong. 
He’s driven bus since 1995; operated the 
scoreboard for football since 1977; and 
volunteered at Superfest many years. Joe 
has also helped out with sports teams, 
tearing out old church pews, and various 
Eagle Scout projects involving BCACS 
properties. He was a chaperone for the 2009 
Rome senior trip too. 

Joe is married to Laura. All four of their 
children attended 12 years at Battle Creek 
Area Catholic Schools (BCACS). They have 
two grandchildren and one on the way. 

Joe obtained a B.S. degree in Criminal 
Justice from Michigan State University 
in 1971. He went back to graduate school 
at MSU from 1973-1977. He attended 
Northwestern University School of Police 
Command in 1994. Joe has been an 

instructor at the Barry-Branch-Calhoun 
Regional Criminal Justice Consortium and 
an adjunct instructor at Kellogg Community 
College. He is the Magistrate for the 10th 
District Court and a retired police officer. 

Joe’s community involvement includes 
a St. Philip parishioner, helping with 
Michigan Highway cleanups, participating 
in Civil War Reenactments, Treasurer of the 
Tower Harbor Yacht Club, and Boy Scouts 
of America. Joe earned his Eagle Scout in 
1967 and attended the National Jamboree 
in 1964. Since then, he has continued to be 
a very active participant in Boy Scouts. He 
was former Cubmaster of 325 and Explorer 
Post Advisor.  Currently, he is Merit 
Badge Counselor, Charter Organizational 
Representation for St. Philip – Troop 325, 
and Ad Altare Dei Counselor. 

Joe was nominated by Judge John 
Hallacy. John said, “Joe has given so much, 
for so long for so many, he deserves this 
recognition.”

[l. to r.] St. Philip Pastor Fr. John Fleckenstein; Joe Brutsche, Class of 1967; BCACS 
Foundation Director Louanne McIntyre 
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Kelly (Fitzgerald) Francisco, Class of 1999, received athletic 
letters in basketball and volleyball during her high school 

career at St. Philip High School. In basketball, she received All 
City and All Conference honors for two years in a row. She was 
part of the Regional Championship teams in 1998 and 1999. 
In volleyball she received All City, All Conference and All Re-
gional honors for three years in a row. She was also part of both 
Regional and District Championship teams all four years. She 
was part of the State Runner-up teams in 1996 and 1998. Kelly 
was part of the 1997 State Championship volleyball team too. 

As a four-year varsity volleyball player, Kelly led the team in 
kills and blocks. Kelly also had the highest serving percentage 
at 98.2%. Kelly had the honor of playing for both Sheila Guerra 
and her daughter, Vicky Groat. Kelly and her 1997 team were 
recognized by the MHSAA as one of the great champions in 
“The Legends of the Game.” 

Following graduation, she attended Kalamazoo Valley Com-
munity College, where she received a basketball scholarship. 
She went on to attend Western Michigan University majoring in 
Social Work with a minor in Sociology and an Early Childhood 
Certificate. She worked as a clinical social worker for Starr 
Commonwealth and as a teacher at Dorris Klaussen before 
coming back to her Catholic roots to teach preschool at St. 
Joseph Catholic School. 

She is married to Jason Francisco, Class of 2000. Their two 
children, Caleb and Collins, attend St. Joseph Elementary. She 
is the daughter of Ted and Chris Fitzgerald, and sister to Casey 
Fitzgerald-Boyer, Class of 2001. 

Kelly was nominated by Caz Dzwik.  He said, “Kelly learned 
from Sheila Guerra that life will have a lot of ups and downs, 
but you have to get up and keep going. With her positive caring 
nature, Kelly has faced a few difficult health issues with grace. 
Kelly is one of the best examples of ‘A Fighting Tiger’.” 

Angela Williams, honorary alumnae, started as Vicky 
Groat’s #1 volleyball assistant-coach in 2005. These two 

proved to have a significant impact for St. Philip High School 
volleyball. The Lady Tigers won the state Class D champion-
ship that year, finished as runners-up in 2006 and 2015, and 
the won a state record of nine straight state Class D cham-
pionships. Williams and Groat have identical overall varsity 
win records, which is nearing 1,100. They have combined for 
more than 800 wins in the 12 seasons of coaching together. 

While achieving a degree in sports administration at Spring 
Arbor University (SAU), Angela coached Springport High 
School’s varsity team from 1988-1995, where her teams won 
271 matches and four district Class C titles. Angela was an 
NCCAA All American at SAU and the No. 1 assistant for the 
Cougar’s 1992 national championship NCCAA team. She is 
a 1988 graduate of Battle Creek Central where her volleyball 
career earned her a place in the Bearcat 2007 Hall of Fame. 

Williams is a Radiology Operations Associate at Borgess 
Hospital, and she is the driving force behind the partnership 
between STP and Ascension Borgess Tree of Love Program.  

Vicky Groat said, “Angela’s impact on the St. Philip vol-
leyball program goes well beyond wins and losses. Angela has 
been a mentor, a role model and a friend for our girls. Our 
program wouldn’t be what it is today without her commitment 
and hard work.” 

Angela was nominated by Caz Dzwik. Caz said, “Ange or 
Miss Willie, as she is affectionately called, has been a most 
welcome addition to the Big Red machine family and coach-
ing staff for almost two decades. With her past volleyball 
experiences, Angie quickly became Coach Groat’s right arm. 
Together they have developed many all-state players and won 
many games, tournaments, and state titles.”

CongratUlations to st. philip high sChool 
athletiC hall of faMe 2018 inDUCtees

KellY (fitzgeralD) franCisCo
& angela WilliaMs

[l. to r.] Kelly (Fitzgerald) Francisco, St. Philip 
Principal Vicky Groat, and Tiger Phil

[l. to r.] Angela Williams and St. Philip Principal 
Vicky Groat
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tRaCKing today ’s tigeRs
ST. JOSEPH ELEMENTARY & PRESCHOOL

THESE EXCERPTS ARE FROM OUR BCACS BLOG. READ THE FULL STORIES AND MORE AT WWW.BCACS.ORG.

Principal Myers: a fine feathered friend

Learning to serve at an early age

It isn’t unusual for St. 
Joseph principal Sara 

Myers to pop into the el-
ementary classrooms unex-
pectedly. So why was there 
such an uproar when Mrs. 
Myers did so last October?

Maybe it had to do with 
her red feathers.

St. Joseph pastor Fr. 
Chris Ankley brought one 
of his hens to visit the chil-
dren, the one bearing Mrs. 
Myers’ name.

“I’ve had the chickens 
for a couple of months now, 

and it was just the right time,” Fr. Chris said. “On a whim, I brought 
Mrs. Myers over.”

“The kids in the office literally lept from their seats and wanted to 
pet it, but it was wrapped in a towel for safekeeping,” St. Joseph ad-
ministrative assistant Jeanine Winkler said. “I could hear the squeals 
of excitement as she met the preschool students.”

Mrs. Myers, the person, was at St. Philip High School donating 
blood, but heard all about it.

“Some of the first-graders came up to me and said, ‘We saw Mrs. 

Myers the other day, Mrs. Myers,’” Mrs. Myers said. “When I said, 
‘What?’, they said, ‘The chicken!’”

Mrs. Myers isn’t the only staff member so honored. Father named 
one of his hens Ms. Reed in honor of assistant-principal Katie Reed.

“I’m not very creative,” Fr. Chris said, who had chickens at his last 
parish, also named after staff. “I just go for the people around me.”

This isn’t the first time our veterinarian pastor has brought an 
animal friend to the school. 
He often visits with his dog 
Edward and, before Palm 
Sunday last year, he came 
to school with Paul the 
Donkey.

What Fr. Chris didn’t 
know, was Mrs. Myers isn’t 
a stranger to hosting feath-
ered friends at school. She 
once kissed a duck, dressed 
as a duck.

“She’s such a great 
sport,” Mrs. Winkler said. 
“She’s does anything for 
student support.”

Service is right up there with reading, writing, and math at our Battle Creek 
Area Catholic Schools, which is why every elementary and preschool class-

room participates in service-learning projects.
“We are called to be charitable,” St. Joseph School principal Sara Myers said. 

“That is one of our values here – to do for others.”
Our tiniest Tigers made cards for veterans as well as elderly St. Joseph parishio-

ners. This spring they will raise money to purchase books and stuffed animals for 
our police department to give to children involved with trauma.

“With the younger kiddos we truly feel that it is important for them to be in-
volved with random acts 
of kindness,” TK and 
preschool teacher Amiee 
Downey said. “We teach 
the kids that we need to 

serve all people, and sometimes, people just need a little pick me up.”
Our first-graders collected donations for Our Lady of Angels in Chicago, a char-

ity run by the Sisters of the Franciscans of the Eucharist, of which BCACS alumna 
Sister Laura Toth is a member.

“We are blessed with Christ’s love, but also by so much abundance, and to 
share our abundance with others is to be the heart and hands of Christ,” first-grade 
teacher Amy Doyle said.

[top] Last year, our fifth-graders stuffed over 100 socks and 
hats for the Haven of Rest. [bottom] This year our second-
graders made 80 Outreach Bags to help those in need.
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tRaCKing today ’s tigeRs
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC MIDDLE SCHOOL

Choice, challenge and the St. Joe Book Fairy

“They are having a miracle season.”

THESE EXCERPTS ARE FROM OUR BCACS BLOG. READ THE FULL STORIES AND MORE AT WWW.BCACS.ORG.

Language Arts in middle school often follows the same path – assigned reading. St. Joseph Language 
Arts teacher Elizabeth (Hannon) Casterline, Class of 1990 alumna, is following a different path.

Actually, many different paths.
“I wanted to get students ingrained in independent reading,” Mrs. Casterline said. “Research shows 

that kids become better readers by reading their choice of books.”
Inspired by Donalyn Miller’s unconventional teaching methods in “The Book Whisperer”, Mrs. Cast-

erline challenged each of her 72 middle-schoolers to read 40 books by the end of the school year. What 
they read was up to them. She only asked they write a quick index-card summary after each book.

“I want them to be picking what’s right for them,” Mrs. Casterline said.
Eventually, they will get to traditional assigned reading, 

but right now the emphasis is on the reading habit.
Their classroom also has a homegrown – and growing 

– library, comprised of books Mrs. Casterline brought with 
her, books she inherited with her classroom, and books she 
adds every month by student request.

Scholastic Book order forms play a significant role in 
Mrs. Casterline’s plan. Her kids shop the monthly catalogs “like it’s Christmas”, placing orders or 
making requests their teacher takes to heart.

It is also the catalog of choice for the St. Joseph Book Fairy, a group of 23 anonymous donors who 
purchase a new book for every middle school student every month.

“They got all 72 kids covered,” Mrs. Castlerine said.

Mike Leifeld’s football, baseball, and basketball career at St. Philip High School 
is legendary. He broke multiple records, earned multiple honors, and was named 

the Battle Creek Enquirer’s Athlete of the Year in 2003.
Now, this highly-decorated alum is paving the road for future St. Philip athletes as 

the St. Joseph Middle School boys basketball coach.
Although Mr. Leifeld’s eight-year-old son Lucas and 16-month-old son Isaiah aren’t 

playing for BCACS yet, they will be, and that’s the reason he took the job.
“I want my sons to be able to experience what I experienced at St. Philip,” Mr. 

Leifeld said. “I took the job to help develop these kids and keep them interested, which 
should help when they 
reach the varsity level.”

Mr. Leifeld inherited a 
young program with lop-
sided numbers and experi-

ence. Since there were no eighth-grade players, he decided against fielding an eighth-
grade team, which meant finding playing time for the 15 boys on the seventh-grade 
team.

How does he make it work?
“We take it on a game by game basis,” Mr. Leifeld said. “This is an amazing bunch 

of kids. They want to learn the game, they all work hard in practice, and they are 
super-smart.”

With the opposing coach’s permission, the team will play two extra quarters or two 
full games, with our seventh-graders against their seventh and/or eighth-graders.

“They’re having a miracle season,” said Katie Reed, St. Joseph Middle School 
assistant-principal. “They’re scrappy. They play with heart. They are the little giants.”

[l. to r.] Middle-schoolers Rose Ram, Assumpta Tling, and Merlina 
Montesino are the first to reach the 40 Book Challenge.
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tRaCKing today ’s tigeRs
ST. PHILIP CATHOLIC  HIGH  SCHOOL

Being and seeing God’s fingerprints

St. Philip students get a visit from The Bard

THESE EXCERPTS ARE FROM OUR BCACS BLOG. READ THE FULL STORIES AND MORE AT WWW.BCACS.ORG.

Doris Klaussen Developmental Center 
teacher Amy Schaub wanted her stu-

dents to have non-disabled peers. Although 
there were many possible partner schools, 
she wanted to partner with the Battle Creek 
Area Catholic Schools.

Why?
“I knew in my heart having a class from 

BCACS would be the best peer model for 
my kids,” Mrs. Schaub said. “They would be 
able to show my students compassion, show 
them love, show them understanding, and 
see them as precious children of God, which 
they are.”

Mrs. Schaub knew this as a BCACS 
alumna, parent, and former teacher. She even 
knew the class she wanted to work with – St. 

Philip’s sophomore class.
“I taught them in first grade, I taught them 

in fourth grade, I taught them in middle 
school,” Mrs. Schaub said. “I thought they 
would be a great group.”

She also wanted to give her former stu-
dents an opportunity to learn from her cur-
rent students.

“I wanted the St. Phil students to be able to 
experience the true joy, love, and fun that my 
students have to offer,” Mrs. Schaub said. “I 
loved my time at BCACS, and I miss being 
able to share my faith with my students, so I 
was excited to have that piece again.”

St. Philip Theology teacher Tony Wojcik 
was happy to help bring this idea to fruition. 
He has been working with students to see 
God in the world every day during a year-
long project called “The 
Fingerprints of God”.

“I told them, when 
you walk in that school 
you are going to see God 
everywhere,” Mr. Wojcik 
said. “I’ve long held that 
God places those chil-
dren among us not as an 
example of how things 
have gone bad, but as an 
example of how we should 
live. They’re always per-

fectly happy and joyful, and they give pure 
love. Look in these kids faces, and you will 
see God.”

“I was blown away,” Mrs. Schaub said. 
“From the start, the St. Phil kids embraced 
my students as their buddies, as their 
friends.”

Mrs. Schaub noted many kindnesses, in-
cluding a young man having a conversation 
with her nonverbal student by watching for 
nonverbal cues.

“He was talking away as if he was any 
buddy at the cafeteria table,” Mrs. Schaub 
said. “I thought, this is why I picked this 
class. I knew this was what we would get.”

Every month the sophomores will join 
their DKDC buddies to be and see God’s 
fingerprints.

All the world’s a stage and that includes St. Philip High School. The traveling Shakespeare troupe Bard2Go came to 
St. Philip High School to perform an abbreviated version of Twelvth Night this fall. 
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tigeRs tRaCKs WeeKly

Tiger Tracks is more than a semi-annual newsletter connecting our BCACS students, 
alumni, family, and friends. Tiger Tracks Weekly goes out to our enrolled families via 
email throughout the school year. Below is an excerpt from our Christmas Break edition. 
If you would like to subscribe to Tiger Tracks Weekly, contact Cathy Erskine.

tiger traCKs WeeKlY: 12.31.18
OUR EDUCATORS

• Our current staff collectively has provided 297 years educating BCACS students.
• Our highly qualified staff members include 18 who hold a bachelor degree and 16 

who hold a master degree.
• 15 staff members are proud BCACS Alumni.
• Along with daily classroom instruction, every teacher is involved with additional 

improvement committees or leads an extracurricular club or team.

BCACS STUDENTS
• Our students represent many cultures and faiths, which make up our family. 
• 350 students are members of St. Philip, St. Jerome, St. Joseph or outlying parishes
• 77 students are of other faiths.
• 275 students are Caucasian, 59 are Hispanic, 13 are African-American, nine are 

bi-racial, and 71 are Asian.

BCACS PARENTS
Family involvement and support allows for our schools to continuously improve.  

The BCACS Strategic plan required 12 months of (many, many) meetings to formulate 
and relied upon parent feedback, subject matter experts, critical and forward-thinking  
individuals, and faith.  Mission accomplished! Plan is in place and is being implemented.
Our BCACS School Board includes multiple committees working together on every 
aspect of our schools. They are comprised of parents, grandparents, staff and community 
agencies. This broad range of expertise allows us to retain and continue our rich history 
while ensuring our student's academic and spiritual development are top-notch.
The BCACS Foundation's Board works solely to generate funding for our schools. 
Our Moms Club /Dads Club /Band Boosters /Athletic programs provide our students 
with well-rounded, skill-building experiences, challenges and opportunities.

All are invited to join a group, committee or become a board member!

SUPPORT
Along with the tuition paid by each family, the Battle Creek Area Catholic Schools ex-
ist through the generous financial support of our St. Philip, St. Joseph and St. Jerome 
parishes, and our BCACS Foundation. Please prayerfully consider supporting the Foun-
dation's annual campaign which is currently underway. 

Stay informed by utilizing our mobile-friendly bcacs.org site.  You can also follow the 
Battle Creek Area Catholic Schools on Facebook.

Happy New Year!
Cathy Erskine
269-963-1131
cerskine@bcacs.org
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Jim Hufnagel started doing the accounting for the Battle 
Creek Area Catholic Schools in 1999. He was retiring from 

Kellogg when Father Fitzgerald and Ed Bauman convinced 
him this would be a good use of his newly found free time. He 
took the job under two conditions. First, that he could make 
his own hours. Second, that he would not need to raise money. 

“I went from big business to wandering through the schools,” 
Jim said, “It was a pleasant change.”

He initially worked only for the school, but was asked 4-6 
months later if he would do the accounting for the founda-
tion as well. He started working 30 hours per week but as he 
became familiar with the school and foundation’s books, he 
was able to work less than 20 hours per week.

Five years ago there were some transitions of foundation 
leadership and school staff. The Foundation board asked Jim 
if he’d stay on as a volunteer to do the accounting for the 
Foundation, and he agreed.

Although Jim is not an official alumnus of BCACS, he defi-
nitely fits the honorary alumnus category with his longevity as 
a BCACS employee and foundation volunteer. He is also con-
nected with a long line of alumni. In his family alone he has 
his father-in-law John Zidarevich, Class of 1943; his mother-
in-law Theresa (Pavlekovich) Zidarevich, Class of 1944; his 
wife Carol (Zidarevich) Hufnagel, Class of 1969; his daughters 
Jill (Hufnagel) Fausey, Class of 1992, and Dawn (Hufnagel) 
Bedsoe, Class of 1997; and son-in-law Ryan Fausey, Class of 
1990. His son Brad Hufnagel would have graduated in 1994 
from St. Philip High School but passed away in 1992.

When asked why he gives so much of his time and talent 
for our Battle Creek Area Catholic Schools, Jim replied, “It’s 
a way of paying back for all of the support [from students and 
staff] we received when our son passed away.”

From part-time employee to volunteer

“We can still count on
Jim Hufnagel.”

REMEMBRANCE & GRATITUDE

Carrie Adams, Class of 1991
Robert Adams, Class of 1958

Ethel Armstrong-Frailey
Paul L. Bauman, Class of 1944

Mike Bess
Arthur and Frances I. Bonfiglio

Keith Culp
Margaret (Skaggs) Hogan, Class of 1942

Dr. Michael Hughes
John and Betz Kaplan

W. Fred Mangan, Class of 1944
Jim Ryan

Norman Schmitzer, Class of 1944
Lena Wood, Class of 1944

Greg Bauman, Class of 2003
J.P. Bauman, Class of 1999

Michael Bauman, Class of 2006
Thomas Bauman, Class of 2010

Bette Gallagher
Kristen (Bauman) Leifeld, Class of 2006

Pattricia E. Miller
Patricia O’Reilly, Class of 1962

in MeMoriaM
The following members of the BCACS Family have 
passed from this life to the next. Please remember them 
in your thoughts and prayers. We extend our sincere 
condolences to their loved ones.

Robert Adams, Class of 1958
November 11, 2018

Arthur Caball, Class of 1963
May 8, 2018

Margaret A. (Skaggs) Hogan, Class of 1942
August 17, 2018

Louis Loncaric, Class of 1953
September 1, 2018

Albert Martell III, Class of 1968
November 7, 2018

David Meisterheim, Class of 1944
October 7, 2018

Michael Patrick, Class of 1984
Patrick E. Smith, Class of 1959

November 9, 2018

gifts given in honor of:

gifts given in MeMorY of:

in thanKsgiving
Battle Creek Area Catholic Schools (BCACS) and the BCACS 
Foundation extend their deep appreciation for gifts that 
were given in honor or in memory of loved ones.
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We are in the midst of the 2018-2019 Annual Campaign. Currently, we are at 44% of our $250,000 unrestricted funds 
goal. These funds allow us to pay for Foundation operations, give an annual operation subsidy to the school, and assist 

with other school needs. Online giving is available at www.BCACS.org.  We are grateful to the donors who have already 
supported this campaign and wanted to spotlight  some of our wonderful, faithful supporters.

BCACS FOUNDATION NEWS

C. L. “Skipper” Walters may have attended 
our Battle Creek Area Catholic Schools 

(formerly St. Philip Elementary) for only two 
years, but the impact has lasted a lifetime.

“I treasure my short time there,” said Mr. 
Walters, who graduated in 1970 from McGill-
Toolen Catholic in Mobile, Alabama, where 
he still lives. “That Catholic education, which 
started at St Philip, has allowed me to raise 
three children in the Faith and also have a great 
career.”

Owner and president of Walters Controls, Inc., 
Mr. Walters and his wife continue to be active 

Catholics, who support the BCACS Annual 
Campaign.

“Whether it’s two years, five years, eight 
years or twelve years, our goal is always to have 
a positive impact for our students,” BCACS 
Foundation Director Louanne McIntyre said. “It 
is an honor to be the bridge between BCACS 
and former students who want to give back for 
what they received from our Catholic schools.”

Mr. Walters is proud to count himself among 
that number.

“I hope BCACS survives and flourishes long 
into the future,” Mr. Walters said.

Meet C.L. and Storey Walters

Ben and Amy Roosevelt believe in our schools, 
which continue to challenge their son Braden 

academically while reinforcing their values of 
hard work and charity. Helping to champion the 
BCACS Foundation is their way of paying it 
forward.

“There is no better way to help the future of 
our Battle Creek community than instilling faith-
filled morals in children,” says Ben.

When Braden entered kindergarten in 2009, 
they received a tuition discount as St. Joseph 
parishioners. Ben and Amy decided to donate 
that difference to the BCACS Foundation An-

nual Campaign. They have continued to build on 
their financial support for the schools, coupling it 
with donations of their time and talent. Both are 
active Foundation, school committee, and band 
program volunteers.

“It’s a great way to be involved with our faith 
community, whether it’s a financial gift or sharing 
talent,” Amy said.

“What a blessing it is to have committed, ac-
tive, and involved parents as part of our BCACS 
family,” BCACS Foundation Director Louanne 
McIntyre said. “The Roosevelts definitely fit that 
description.”

Meet Ben and Amy Roosevelt

Jeanine Winkler is St. Joseph Elementary 
School’s beloved administrative assistant, but 

her BCACS journey began as a satisfied parent.
“Once we were in, we were hooked,” Jeanine 

said. “So much so, that when an opportunity to 
work for our schools arose, I applied right away.”

Jeanine has made the job her own, earning the 
affections of parents, staff, and students with her 
compassion and generosity.

“Everyone here is doing more, so you are com-
pelled to do your part,” Jeanine said.

Her part includes supporting the BCACS 
Foundation. Since 2001, she’s donated through a 

payroll deduction.
Jeanine is in good company.
“Much like Jeanine, many of our donors have 

found it easy to set-up an automated monthly 
EFT gift for their donation to the Foundation,” 
BCACS Foundation Director Louanne McIntyre 
said.

This dedicated mom of two BCACS alums 
wanted the schools to remain a “top priority”.

“Paying it back or paying it forward comes nat-
urally when you have had the gifts that BCACS 
has been able to share with our family,” Jeanine 
said.

Meet Jeanine Winkler
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LEGACY FAMILY: THE BAUMANS

The Bauman Family lays claim to one of 
the longest commitments to Catholic 

education in Battle Creek, spanning six 
generations.

The first and second generation family 
members, Theresa Weickgenant Geise 
and Helen Marie Geise Bauman were 
graduates of St. Philip Middle School. 
They went on to pursue their high school 
education at Battle Creek Central because 
St. Philip Catholic Central High School 
had not yet opened its doors.

Paul L. Bauman, son of Helen Marie and 
Joseph F. Bauman, was a member of St. 
Philip’s graduating class of 1944. Despite 
being orphaned at age five, he and his eight 
siblings each graduated from St. Philip 
Catholic Central. The Catholic community 
rallied around and supported the family. 
As a result of this generosity, their faith 
was strengthened and the importance of 
a Catholic education was solidified for 
generations to come. 

Paul Bauman married Joan Thomas 
in 1950 and had four children: Edward 
(Class of 1970), John (Class of 1975), 
Amy (Class of 1977), and Beth (Class of 
1979). Edward Bauman married Suzanne 
Wezensky (Class of 1977) and had three 
children: John Paul (Class of 1999), 
Gregory (Class of 2003), and Kristen 
(Class of 2006). John Bauman married 
Cynthia Herzing (Class of 1979) and had 
two children: Michael (Class of 2006) and 
Thomas (Class of 2010). Beth Bauman 
married Ed Greenman (class of 1979) and 
had Kevin Greenman (Class of 2015).

The sixth generation family member, 
Lucas Edward Leifeld, son of Kristen 
Bauman Leifeld and Mike Leifeld (Class 
of 2003) is currently enrolled in second 
grade at the Battle Creek Area Catholic 
Schools and will be part of the 2029 
graduating class of St. Philip Catholic 
Central High School.

The Bauman Legacy continues...

Amy Bauman

Paul and Joan Bauman Suzanne (Wezensky) Bauman

John Bauman

Michael Bauman

Mike Leifeld

Thomas Bauman Lucas LeifeldKevin Greenman 

Paul Bauman

Beth (Bauman) Greenman

Cynthia (Herzing) Bauman

Edwin Greenman

Edward Bauman

John Paul Bauman Kristen (Bauman) Leifeld

Helen Marie Geise

Gregory Bauman



Have Tiger  News to Share?  Fill out our easy-to-use form at www.bcacs.org.              page 15

CLASSMATES AND CLASS ACTS

Lauren McIntyre, Class of 
2018, didn’t come home for 

St. Philip’s Homecoming game 
on October 6th, but she had a 
good reason.

This former BCACS Marching 
Band member played in her first 
pre-game show as a member of 
the Spartan Marching Band for 
Michigan State University’s 
Homecoming game.

“There are over 300 people 
in the MSU band,” Lauren 

said. “The size of my section is as big as the BCACS’ entire 
marching band. It’s a totally different level than anything I’ve 
ever experienced.”

When Lauren decided to attend Michigan State University, Mrs. 
Bandlow encouraged her to audition for the Spartan Marching 
Band. Lauren figured it was a long shot, but one worth taking.

During the audition, the assistant director asked if Lauren would 
consider playing the baritone.

“I said I’ll learn,” Lauren said. “I wanted to be in the band.”
Lauren did learn with a little help from her first band teacher.
“Lauren met with Mrs. Bandlow several times throughout the 

summer,” Lauren’s mother Louanne McIntyre said. “She even let 
Lauren borrow a baritone before she was able to access the MSU 
baritone so she could learn the instrument and music.”

The hard work paid off. When Lauren received her official 
acceptance letter, a wave of excitement went through her family 
and her BCACS family. She is the first BCACS alumni to march 
at a collegiate level.

Alumni Spotlight: McIntyre’s march to the Big Ten

Sr. Laura Toth, a 2007 graduate of Battle Creek Area Catholic 
Schools’ St. Philip Catholic Central, joined the Franciscans of 

the Eucharist of Chicago three years ago. She took her temporary 
vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience in April 2018. 

Sr. Laura’s religious community focuses on Eucharistic 
Adoration, service to the poor, evangelization, and teaching. 

“I hadn’t really ever considered a vocation in religious life, but 
during my senior year of high school, I started attending Mass 
and receiving the sacrament of reconciliation more regularly. Fr. 
John Fleckenstein walked with me as I started the journey toward 
a deeper faith….” 

“I attended Catholic schools from kindergarten through 
12th grade. I have strong memories of older students making 

rosaries for those of 
us going through First 
Communion. Even 
though our faith wasn’t 
explicitly talked about 
in every class, there 
were seeds planted of 
how everything was 
connected back to it.” 

“The beauty of a 
Catholic education is that faith and reason sharpen each other. You 
get an excellent academic education while also receiving the gift 
of our Catholic faith.” 

Alumni Spotlight: Sister Laura Toth

Joe Zuk's All-Stars successfully defended their title at the 
eighth annual St. Philip Alumni Basketball Tournament 

on November 23 at Sheila Guerra Gymnasium. The double-
elimination tournament is open to St. Philip Catholic Central 
High School graduates, with proceeds donated to the school's 
athletic fund.

Joe Zuk's All-Stars went 3-0 on the day to claim their fourth 
alumni tournament title. They defeated Team Luoma in the 
championship game of the four-team tournament by a score of 
42-30.

The winning team was led in the championship by Mike 
Leifeld (Class of 2003) with 11 points and Alex Doyle (Class 
of 2014) and Isaac Cloward (Class of 2014) with nine points 
apiece. Zach Nelson (Class of 2017) led Team Luoma with 11 
points, while Jay Luoma (Class of 2012) added nine points.

PHOTO & ARTICLE COURTESY OF NICK BUCKLEY. CLASS OF 2003

Alumni Basketball Tournament 2018



Tiger Tracks
BCACS Foundation
63 North 24th Street
Battle Creek, MI  49017

Keeping our BCACS Students, Alumni, Family, and Friends connected!
Prefer to conserve resources? Sign-up to receive this publication electronically by emailing stpalumni@bcacs.org.

Ready for another “Blast from the Past?” Check out our digital yearbooks on the Alumni page 
at www.bcacs.org. We are still looking for a 2007 yearbook to digitalize. Have one? Let us know!

BLAST FROM THE PAST: HOMECOMING 1968


