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Congratulations to the Class of 2013 Academic Top Ten

St. Philip Catholic Central High 
School Alumni Association

Proudly Welcomes

THE CLASS OF

2013

Vol. 13, No. 2

2013

Natalie Gallagher, 

Salutatorian

Natalie is studying 

accounting and finance at 

Michigan State University.

Elizabeth Benzik

Elizabeth is studying 

biochemistry for neurology 

at Columbia University and 

Barnard College.

Heather Bernard

Heather is studying liberal 

arts at Kellogg Community 

College.

Casey Gallagher

Casey is studying 

kinesiology at Michigan 

State University.

Amanda McKinzie 

Amanda is studying 

education at Virginia Tech 

University.

Celeste Ma

Celeste is studying computer 

science and philosophy at 

Stonybrook University.

Jacob Reece

Jacob is studying biology 

at the University  of 

Michigan.

Ann Marie Sweeney

Ann Marie is studying 

nursing at the University of 

Michigan.

Jaclyn Behnke,

Co-Valedictorian

Jaclyn is studying 

education at Michigan 

State University.

Rich Yacovoni,

Co-Valedictorian

Rich is studying 

engineering at Purdue 

University.
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Alumni’s Guide to Who, What, Where, When & Why
Take a look wiTh your calendar book

When Do You Want to “Reunion”?

Calling all MeMbeRs of the Classes of

1928, 1933, 1938, 1943, 1948, 
1983, 1988 & 2008

contact Vicky Groat

vgroat@bcacs.org or 269.963.4503

DRaWDoWn
February 15, 2014

17TH ANNUAL ALUMNI HOMECOMING REUNION

All alumni and friends are invited October 
12, 2013 to the 17th Annual Alumni Home-
coming Reunion. Invitations for this day of 
nostalgia, food and fun have been mailed to 
all alumni.

The day begins with a 10:00 a.m. Alumni 
Meeting and Continental Breakfast in the St. 
Philip Alumni Room 101. The Tiger Tailgate 
starts at 12:00 noon and Big Red Football 
kicks off at 1:30 p.m. at C.W. Post Field. 
During the game, we will honor the 2013 
Athletic Hall of Fame. Being inducted this 
year are: Phil Hurst - ’56, Chris Magers - ’68, 
Tom Faber - ’87, Amiee (Greene) Downey - 
’99 and Allyson (Riley) McKnight - ’03.

The festivities continue at the 4:30 Mass 

at St. Philip Church where we will honor all 
of the STP Alumni and remember those who 
have gone before us. The Class of 1963 will 
be recognized as they mark their 50th Class 
Reunion. Also planning their reunions for 
the Homecoming weekend are the Classes of 
1953, 1958, 1968. 1978 and 1998.

A cocktail hour will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
at the St. Philip Parish Center, followed by 
dinner.

The 2013 Distinguished Alumni will be 
honored, including Sally (Black) Austin 
- ’61 and Katie Reed - ’00. Reconnect and 
reminisce while wandering the hallways and 
classrooms of your alma mater. Don’t miss a 
moment of fun. Mark your calendars today!

Dedicated to the Memory of Sister Therese Mary Rudell

Remember:
You are welcome to visit 

your alma mater whenever 
life brings you to

Battle Creek!

STP’s on Facebook:
Saint Philip alumni 

association

DON’T FORGET TO LIKE US!

St. Philip Parish 
Sesquicentennial

Fall Celebration Dance

Soccer State Finals
November 1, 2013

Cross Country State Finals
November 2, 2013

Football Playoffs
October 31/November 1, 2013

STP hosts District Volleyball 
Tournament

November 4 - 7, 2013

contact Mary rabbitt at 269.963.4503
for all state playoff dates 

attention all

TIGER FANS
Don’t miss the big game

Contact Nick Buckley, Class of 2003
nbuckley@battlecreekenquirer.com

November 29, 2013

The 4th

contact randy barr

randallbar2000@yahoo.com.

September 20, 2014

Riverside Country Club

CLASS OF 1964

50TH REUNION

noveMbeR 9, 2013
7 p.M. to 10 p.M.

st. PhiliP Parish Center

$15 per person - cash bar
For tickets contact:

Kim Lewis at 269.629.3047 or 
Anne Bernard at 269.963.3039
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STP ALUMNI
SMILES AND 
M I L E S T O N E S

 Class Reunions *Engagements * W
eddings * Anniv ersaries * Babies * Special Mom
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Members of the Class of 1981 gathered to celebrate “The Year of 

Turning 50”. Happy Birthday to all STP Alumni turning 50 this year!

Nolan Thomas Hirzel is the 

son of Autumn and Kevin 

Hirzel, Class of 1999. Nolan was 

born on September 29, 2011.

Lyla Rabbitt is the daughter of 

Kyra and Chris Rabbitt, Class of 

2000. Lyla was born on February 

20, 2013. (Photo from Sara 

(Horan) Combs, Class of 2003.)

Tyler and Mason are the 

children of Christopher 

and Maranda (Millard) 

Gary, Class of 1999. 

Mason James was born 

on November 14, 2012.

Tim Hirzel, Class of 2002 married 

Angie Bertera on July 14, 2012 at Holy 

Rosary Church in Washington, DC.

Katherine Elizabeth is the daughter 

of Ashley and John Paul Prebish, 

Class of  2001. She was born on 

March 6, 2013. Maryn Parker is 

the daughter of Stephanie and 

Richard Prebish, Class of 1998. She 

was born on January 25, 2013.

William Rabbitt is the 

son of Heather and 

James Rabbitt, Class 

of 1998. William was 

born on April 16, 2013.

Collins Fitzgerald Francisco is the 

daughter of Kelly (Fitzgerald) 

Francisco, Class of 1999 and 

Jason Francisco, Class of 2000. 

Collins was born on July 2, 2013.

Classmates Celebrate “Fifty” Years
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MUSIC, ART  & HEART

The St. Philip Marching Band continues to Grow
Drum major auditions were held 

this spring for the 2013 St. 
Philip Marching Tigers. Congratu-
lations to Adrian Hibbard, junior, 
who was selected for this lead posi-
tion. Adrian attended the Fred J. 
Miller Drum Major Clinic at Indiana 
Wesleyan, this past summer. The St. 
Philip Marching Band performed at 
Superfest and will perform at every 

home football game, as well as the 
Battle Creek Holiday Parade. Our 
most recent capital acquisition is 
that of a Big Red Marching Band 
trailer to transport our instruments! 

We gratefully acknowledge the 
Band Boosters and the donors to the 
BCACS Foundation who are mak-
ing the growth of the band program 
possible! 

Adrian Hibbard, drum major, directs the 

marching band at halftime.

At a time when many area 
schools are phasing out the 

fine arts, St. Philip continues 
to expand its offerings. Gail 
Suess-Brandow, art instructor, 
developed the “Masterpiece of 
the Month” program. Each month 
a famous work of art is featured 
in each of our main entry ways. 
Weekly, on “Masterpiece Mon-
day,” students learn about that 
month’s masterpiece through the 
morning announcements. These 
masterpieces are rotated through-
out the schools during the school 
year. 

Gail, along with Andrea Perry, 
youth director at St. Joseph Par-
ish, developed the Christian Art 
Guild Guest Speaker Program. 
It debuted during the second se-

mester of last year. Each month, a 
local Christian artist discusses his 
or her particular expertise to the 
high school art classes. Last year, 
we were joined by John Grap, 
photographer, Danielle Lussier, 
mixed media artist, and Jeanette 
Aleo, an iconographer. Among 
our guest artists this year is Anna 
Lussier, daughter of Christopher 
Lussier, Class of 1970. 

Funding for the Fine Arts 
program is possible through the 
Fine Arts Endowment Fund es-
tablished with the BCACS Foun-
dation through the generosity of 
Arnold Clark, an alumnus from 
St. Philip High School, Class of 
1944. The gift honors his parents, 
Natalie and Leonard Klukowski.

STP Fine Arts Program 
flourishes thanks to 
Endowment Fund

St. Philip Students visited the Detroit Institute of Arts 

last year and plan to visit again in 2014.

The St. 

Philip 

football 

team 

joins the 

marching 

band 

for the 

National 

Anthem.
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TRACKING  TODAY ’S  TIGERS

STP Class of 2014 Scores Big

Tim May named new Principal at
St. Philip Catholic Central High School

The 2013-2014 school year 
brought many changes among 

which was to welcome Tim May 
as principal. Tim retired from 
teaching at the Battle Creek Public 
Schools in 2010. He has over 25 
years of experience as a teacher, 
coach and administrator. He 
holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree 
in Secondary Education from 
Western Michigan University 
and a Master of Education in Curricu-
lum from Michigan State University. 

Tim shared, “The honor and challenge 
of working with this great school and its 
tradition was calling me as soon as I 

saw the position posting. I know that the 
principal position is a very demanding 
role to fill. It will keep me busy and, I 
believe, will make me a better Catholic.”  

Tim begins the school year 
focused on several key goals: 

• Provide professional de-
velopment for staff, to en-
sure student achievement.
• Increase the number and variety 
of Advanced Placement courses.
• Boost recruitment efforts to get 
the word out about the quality 
education and faith development 
which are the hallmark of St. Philip. 

Tim graduated from Lansing 
Resurrection Catholic Schools. 

He and his wife, Randi, are St. Philip 
parishioners. They have two sons. 
Tim replaces Donald Shafer who 
has accepted the Theology teaching 
position at St. Joseph Middle School. 

The scores from the Mich-
igan Merit Examination 

confirm that the academic 
rigor, course offerings, study 
skills, and discipline pres-
ent at St. Philip, produces 
high caliber graduates ready 
to succeed in college and 
beyond! Once again, the 
students in this year’s senior 
class at St. Philip exceeded 
the state and local scores for 
the Michigan Merit Exam. 

Congratulations 

to the 

Class of 2014!
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BODY, M IND  & SOUL

As I approach the end of my 
first year of priesthood, I 

thank God for allowing me to 
be at St. Philip parish, especially 
as we celebrated 150 years. 
This year, I will be additionally 
blessed by being more present 
in the school as a teacher of 
the Junior and Senior Theology 
courses, as well as a Philosophy 
course. Teaching both of these 
disciplines is a passion of mine 
and I hope to bring that passion 

to the classroom in order to help 
our students consider the grave 
importance (indeed, obligation) 
of cultivating the life of the mind 
and the spiritual life.

The Junior year is broken up 
into the theology of the Sacra-
ments (first semester) and Moral 
Theology (second semester). 
The importance of both of these 
courses should be obvious: the 
former consists in understanding 
the foundation and necessity of 
the Sacraments, the means insti-
tuted by Christ to communicate 
His redemptive grace to us here 
and now. The latter consists in 
teaching us how to live out our 
lives with virtue in the increas-
ingly complicated situations of 
everyday life in order to arrive 
at the One who alone brings us 
happiness, God Himself.

Senior year equips the stu-
dents with the practical means 
to defend their Faith out in the 
world, most immediately in a 
university setting. First semester 
does this by giving an honest and 
thorough review of Catholic his-

tory - necessary due to the false 
representations which abound in 
literature and other media today. 
The second semester consists of 
Apologetics, which is a struc-
tured treatment of the rational 
foundations of our Faith. In other 
words, they learn the objectively 
demonstrable facts upon which 
our Faith rests.

The Philosophy course is 
being added because it is neces-
sary to broaden and deepen the 
students’ concept of learning. 
We are perhaps the most knowl-
edgeable society in the history 
of the world, but we are at the 
same time perhaps the society 
most lacking in wisdom. What 
most fail to realize is that the 
overwhelming majority of the 
great minds from ancient times 
up until the modern age consid-
ered man primarily as a thinker, 
whose ultimate goal in life is 
to gain wisdom and virtue (the 
“Good Life”). It was taken for 
granted that we were made in or-
der to learn the causes of things 
and, ultimately, to know the 

Cause of causes - God Himself. 
Only in a secondary and subsid-
iary manner was man considered 
a producer of goods, technology, 
and wealth. We make the mis-
take of thinking that our ability 
to discover a fact on Wikipedia 
within seconds means that we 
are smart. Students need to 
learn, rather, how to think for 
themselves, how to think about 
the highest things, and how to 
think critically and carefully 
about ideas which are presented 
to them. This is what the phi-
losophy course is intended to do, 
at least in an introductory way. 

It is my hope that I contribute 
in a positive way to the educa-

tional mission of our parish and 
our diocese, in order to better 
prepare our students for life after 
St. Philip and, more importantly, 
for the next life. Please know of 
my gratitude for your prayers 
and support over this past year. 
I look forward to being with you 
all for another year!

Father Marotti: Teaching the Faith in our Schools

st. philip national honoR soCietY:
a tRaDition of seRviCe

A tradition at St. Philip 
Catholic Central High 

School for decades, the an-
nual Thanksgiving Breakfast, 
continues. Hundreds of home-
less, lonely and needy turn out 
for the hot breakfast, fellow-
ship and compassion provided 
at St. Philip. This past year’s 
National Honor Society Presi-
dent, Julia Loudin described 
NHS as “going above and 
beyond.” The National Honor 
Society successfully hosted 
three blood drives, which 
collected 112 units of blood, 
helping 336 people in our 

community. They sponsored a 
coat drive, donating over 200 
coats to Charitable Union. 
They raised money for call-
ing cards, sending them to 25 
soldiers overseas by partner-
ing with Daughters of the 
American Revolution. Going 
beyond their outreach to our 
greater community, members 
of the National Honor Society 
also provided weekly tutor-
ing to the St. Joseph Middle 
School and St. Philip High 
School students who needed 
the extra guidance. Pictured with gift bags for each attendee are

Jaclyn Behnke and Rachel Gallagher

PhoTo ProVided by John GraP

baTTle creek enQuirer
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TRACKING  TODAY ’S  TIGERS

On the Road to Rome...

On June 10th, the Class of 2013 traveled to Rome, 
accompanied by Father Francis Marotti and parent 

chaperones including several parents who are alumni of 
St. Philip. This annual pilgrimage by graduates is now in 
its ninth year. It was first established in 2004 by the Most 
Reverend John D. Fleckenstein. 

Chaperone, Jim Rutherford, Class of 1981, shared, “It 
was a great opportunity for me to be with my son and his 
friends to explore the beauty, religious significance and 
history of Rome and the Vatican. With Ethan, my son, 
entering college this fall, I treasured this one on one time 
with him. 

Fr. Marotti was a magnificent tour guide. The fact that he 
studied and lived in Rome was such an asset to the mem-
bers of the trip. To have a leader and guide with you that is 
so knowledgeable about Rome and the Vatican was such a 
treat. Not only did he relate well with the adult chaperones, 
he was great with the kids…encouraging a lot of thought 
provoking discussions about their Catholic faith. 

I got to know the kids in this class so much more by 
spending time with them on this trip. I recommend to all 
parents of upcoming graduates to save for and accompany 
your son or daughter on this annual trip. You will not regret 
it. Oh, the food, OMG, the food!”
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st. PhiliP CatholiC Central high 
sChool WelComes neW staFF members

Becky Brutsche holds her Bachelor 
Degree and Master’s Degree from 

Western Michigan University. She re-
tired as a Learning Disability Resource 
teacher from the Battle Creek Public 
Schools in 2010. Becky is working part-
time as the health and physical education 
teacher at St. Philip. Becky is a 1970 
graduate from St. Philip. 

Juli Dingman holds a Bachelor of 
Science Degree (majoring in Biology 

with minor in Chemistry and Micro-
computer Applications) from Grand 
Valley State University. She earned her 
Secondary Professional Certificate in 
2007. She teaches Biology, ACT Prep, 
and Anatomy and Physiology. Juli also 
team teaches a study skills course. Juli 
is also an adjunct professor at Kellogg 
Community College.

Sara Carroll-Muniz earned her 
teaching degree from Western 

Michigan University. Certified in Social 
Studies, History, and English Language 
Arts, Sara is teaching English, Publica-
tions (journalism and yearbook), World 
Literature, British Literature, and Ameri-
can Literature at St. Philip Catholic Cen-
tral High School. She plans to become 
AP certified this year. Sara shared, “I 
am delighted to be a part of the Catholic 
school community at St. Philip.”

Patricia Blair holds her degree in 
School Counseling, licensed in 

grades Kindergarten through twelve, 
from Western Michigan University. 
Patricia works at St. Philip on a part-
time basis. She shared, “I look forward 
to helping today’s students become the 
productive, well-adjusted adults of to-
morrow.”
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The BCACS Foundation Trustees proudly announce
the Class of 2013 scholarship awardees

Pictured left to right are:

Front Row: Natalie Gallagher, Carrie 
Greenman, Libby Barton

Second Row: Cole Ughetti, Brooke 
Nava, Casey Gallagher, Jon Niland 

Third Row: Jaclyn Behnke, Samantha 
Ellis, Lizzie Benzik 

Fourth Row: Amanda McKinzie, Ethan 
Rutherford, Joseph Fleming

The Class of 2013 
Celebrates its

12-Year Students!

a Dozen CheeRs foR a Dozen YeaRs...

The Carrie Adams Memorial Scholarship 
was established by Carrie’s parents, Chuck 

and Cheryl Adams, in Carrie’s memory. Carrie 
graduated in 1991, following a distinguished 
academic and athletic high school career. The 
2013 Awardees are Julia Loudin who is attend-
ing Thomas Aquinas College and Rich Yaco-
voni who is attending the Purdue University.

The John B. and Margaret 
A. Hogan Medical Schol-

arship was established by 
John B. Hogan, Class of 1939 
and Margaret (Skaggs) Hogan, 
Class of 1942. The 2013 Award-
ee is Ann Marie Sweeney who 
is attending the University of 
Michigan.

The Sheila Guerra Memorial Schol-
arship honors the memory of Sheila 

Guerra, former St. Philip teacher and 
volleyball coach. Prior to her death in 
2006, Sheila established this scholarship 
fund for students to pursue their second-
ary education goals. The 2013 Awardee 
is Jaclyn Behnke who is attending 
Michigan State University.

The Al Leibert Family Scholar-
ship was established by retired 

educator and longtime coach and 
mentor, Al Leibert. The 2013 
Awardee is Jacob Reece who is at-
tending the University of Michigan.

The Howard M. List and 
Edith M. List Scholarship 

Fund was established in 2011 
by Mrs. List and son, Charles 
List. The 2013 Awardee is 
Heather Bernard who is at-
tending Kellogg Community 
College.



Have STP Alumni News to Share?  Call 269.963.4771 or email stpalumni@bcacs.org    page 9

Class oF 
STP
2013G

r
a

d
u

a
t

i
o

n
 

Class oF 
STP
2013

Here we all sit, on this final day together after a suc-
cessful four years. Four years that truthfully wouldn’t 

have been quite so successful without the unrelenting help 
of family and friends.

Generally throughout high school I’ve tried avoiding 
waiting until the last minute to finish things. Yet, I truly 
struggled trying to write a good speech for graduation. 
I realized that I really needed to finish after I received a 
friendly reminder from Mrs. Rabbitt.

We are all preparing for the next chapter in our lives, 
and just like all of you, I don’t have any experience and 
can’t really give any advice on what is to come. However, 
I can talk about what we’ve all been through. One of the 
best pieces of advice that I’ve ever received was on how 
to be successful. I was told that preparation is the key to 
success. Successfulness can be applied to all aspects of our 
lives, whether it be religious, academic, or in sports. We 
wouldn’t have seen four state volleyball championships 
without the yearly practice and preparation by the girls for 
the fall season. Doing homework, taking notes, and study-
ing all prepared us for class. Finally, our parents and teach-
ers have been preparing us to be successful religiously. All 
of our parents have sacrificed to put each and every one of 
us in a Catholic environment.

Now it’s time to prepare for the next stage of our lives. 
Put serious thought and consideration into what you want 
to spend the rest of your life doing. Do something that you 
will love. Don’t wake up every Monday morning dreading 
another week of work. Put forth some effort into finding 

out what you want.  Research what different career op-
portunities exist. Talk to adults in various fields, see what 
they do for a living and why they love what they do. There 
is no doubt in my mind that our faith, morals, and over-
all character will be tested. Recognize who you are and 
what you stand for. Just like when searching for a career, 
research and talk to people about your faith. Ask your par-
ents why they thought it was worth the cost and effort to 
send you to a Catholic school. Ask a priest or nun why they 
devoted their entire lives to God. Ask your teachers why 
they voluntarily choose to work in a Catholic school, while 
being fully aware of the money they could be making at a 
public school.  Don’t just stop, or even continue, your faith 
without understanding why so many people believe in it 
and in you.

We are a small class, but in all honesty I prefer that. 
I’d rather have quality over quantity. Here we all have 
29 quality friends. Twenty-nine quality family members. 
Twenty-nine quality people that I want to all see succeed 
in their life and achieve happiness. There will be 29 dif-
ferent lives, each unique in its own way. In the end, I want 
to focus on success for a reason. I want to be able to come 
back here ten years from now and hear about everyone’s 
own success and happiness.  It’s been a great four years, 
I’ve truly enjoyed it.  Thank you.

riCh
YaCovoni 

Co-Valedictorian 
Speech Excerpt
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want to share your STP Family Tree? email your photos and information to stpalumni@bcacs.org. Put “STP Family Tree” in the message line.

the paRkeR faMilY

2013 gRaDuates of aluMni

Pictured left to right are:

Front Row: Natalie Gallagher [John Gallagher 

– ’78], Carrie Greenman [Todd Greenman – ’81, 

Anne (Smith) Greenman – ’57, Noreen (Tobin) 

Smith – ’36 and John Smith – ‘34], Libby Barton 

[Sarah (Stevens) Barton – ’86 and Brandon Barton 

– ’88, Jo (DePalma) Barton – ’67]

Second Row: Brooke Nava [Michelle (Yock) Nava 

– ’84 and Richard Nava – ’80], Jonathan Niland 

[Lynn Niland – ‘86] Heather Bernard [Anne 

(Spitz) Bernard – ’71, Mary Ellen (Cull) Spitz – ‘52] 

Third Row: Ethan Rutherford [Jim Rutherford 

– ’81, Janet (Calhoun) Rutherford – ‘53], Jacob 

Reece [Michelle (Galen) Reece – ’86 and Mike 

Reece – ’86, Linda (O’Connell) Reece – ’60 and 

Jerry Reece ‘58]

Not pictured: Marisa Parker

Marjorie (Black) Jacob, 

Class of 1933

Kathryn (Jacob) Eberhardt, Class of 1964,

Sarah (Kalinosky) Parker, Class of 1985,

and Marisa Parker, Class of 2013
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want to share your STP Family Tree? email your photos and information to stpalumni@bcacs.org. Put “STP Family Tree” in the message line.

Norma (Cull) Landstra, 

Class of 1957

the lanDstRa 
faMilY

Agnes (Byrne) Cull, 

Class of 1934

Samantha Ellis,

Class of 2013

Mary (Landstra Ellis) Smock, 

Class of 1981

Todd 

Greenman,

Class of 1981
Carrie Greenman, 

Class of 2013

Anne (Smith) Greenman, 

Class of 1957

Noreen (Tobin) Smith,

Class of 1936 and

John Smith, Class of 1934

Agnes (Mount) Byrne,

St. Philip Elmentary

School Alumni

the gReenMan 
faMilY

John Tobin, Jr. (right),

St. Philip Elementary

School Alumni
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I want to thank St. Philip High School and 
Parish members for donating prayers, 

support, and money towards my trip to 
Honduras. I am forever grateful to be part of 
such an amazing community of people, and I 
am proud to call myself a graduate of the St. 
Philip family. 

On May 22, I left from John Carroll Uni-
versity for Sociedad Amigos de los Niños, an 
orphanage located in Nuevo Paraíso. When 
we first set foot onto the orphanage property, 
we were greeted with a storm of children 
that were grabbing and pulling us into their 
home. They shouted, “Amigas, amigos!” 
(Friends!) as we entered. I was immediately 
shocked by the love and compassion that the 
children had for us. 

We lived among the children for 10 days, 
but each morning we departed for various 
areas throughout the mountainous country. 
In these areas of destitution, we provided 
medical attention to the poor. On each of our 
brigades we saw no less than 200 people, 
and I am pleased to share that we helped a 
total of 1,433 patients. Still, we had to turn 
hundreds away. 

I let my whole heart be flooded with love 
from the people that I met. At first, I did 
not know how I could help when I left. I 
still have a growing desire to return when I 
have the opportunity to do so. Now that I am 
home, I have come to realize that the only 
thing that I can do now is to tell people about 
the things that I’ve seen. 

I wish to tell you all that there are places 
in the world that are literally nonexistent to 
outsiders; they are not on maps and roads 
are unnamed. There are people living in dirt, 
who are desperate to get their hands on the 
simplest vitamins. There are communities 
where a fifteen-year-old who is not pregnant 
is unacceptable. School is a luxury. Food is 
sometimes rare. People walk hours to medi-
cal clinics and miles to get water from the 
river or lakes. As each day progressed, I saw 
something in each of these communities. I 
saw hope - “esperanza”.

I read a book while in Honduras titled 
“Mountains Beyond Mountains” and one 
quote stands out to me above all others. Paul 
Farmer writes, “The only real nation is hu-
manity.” But how can we call humanity one 

nation if we constantly turn our shoulders to 
our neighbors?

I wish that you may all experience some-
thing like this in your lives. It was truly an 
amazing experience. I thank you again for 
your support and love as I traveled to Hon-
duras this summer. God Bless. 

aluMni SPoTliGhT: Madeline Sweeney, claSS oF 2012

CLASSMATES & CLASS ACTS

Share how your STP experience influenced your life. email your remarks to stpalumni@bcacs.org. Put “alumni column” in the message line and attach a recent photo.

Class of 1962 unites in support 
of St. Philip students

The Class of 1962 Endowment Fund was established as a 
result of the members of the Class of 1962 celebrating their 

Golden Anniversary wishing to carry on the great legacy of St. 
Philip. To date, nearly $9,250 toward the class goal of $10,000 
has been raised! Interest earned, calculated on an annual basis, 
will provide a scholarship for a student at St. Philip...bridging 
the generations.  

A scholarship recipient sent a wonderful note of thanks, shar-
ing, “Thank you for helping my parents pay for part of my tu-
ition. I am so glad that I can continue to go to St. Philip School. 
I get a good education here and have a lot of nice friends. I hope 
to play soccer, basketball, baseball and track. I’m sure this year 
will be just as much fun as last year!” 

Nancy Mullett, BCACS Foundation Board President ex-
pressed, “Thank you for creating this legacy recognizing your 
Catholic education and for making the same experience pos-
sible for generations of students.”

Seeing Hope

Norman “Bud” F.  Lawrence
Science Fund

Throughout his life, Bud was always someone we could count 
on. We counted on his love for family and friends, his kind, 

yet quiet demeanor and especially his fondness for St. Philip 
School and his fellow classmates. Established following his pass-
ing, the Norman F. Lawrence Science Fund ensures long-term 
investment in the science program at St. Philip. Most recently, 
we were able to purchase an Elmo Projection System which en-
hances instructional delivery of lessons, promotes group learning 
and allows individual student power point presentations. Among 
the investments planned this year is to provide 
coursework necessary for advanced placement 
certification in Biology for one of our science 
teachers.

We thank Bud’s spouse, Pat, and their 
daughter and son-in-law, Ann, Class of 1992, 
and Dave Ey for their continued generosity.
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FRIENDS & REMEMBRANCE

The 2013 Michael J. Hume Big 
Red Open was a huge success 

thanks to the event coordinators: 
Amy Bauman, Ed Bauman, Carl 
Bolles, Dennis Coggins, Ben Duval, 
Dan Gallagher, Vicky Groat, John 
Hallacy, and Mary Rabbitt, the event 
volunteers, especially Father John, 
Father Mark and the STP Golf Team. 
Thanks to all the golfers who par-
ticipated in the scramble! $18,000 
was raised to support the athletic 
programs! Mark your calendar for 
next year’s event – June 14, 2014.

Pictured are Greg Bauman and 

Joel Flees, Class of 2003.

The Tiki Bar, Tiki Torches, and 
Caribbean Cuisine are now a 

distant memory of those who joined 
together for the ultimate sum-
mer block party on Cherry Street. 
Thanks to all who attended, the St. 
Lawrence Grill Team, the DJ, B.J. 
Etheridge, and all of the young 
alumni who helped to organize the 
5th Annual Summer Block Party.

“The reunion went 

FANTASTIC! Everyone 

enjoyed themselves…it was 

a BLAST. We reminisced, 

hugged a lot, reminisced 

again and danced the night 

away at the Caribbean 

Cruise Summer Block Party. 

Many classmates want to 

be sure to plan a reunion 

in five years. And, Mary 

Rabbitt gave a GRAND tour 

of St. Philip!” 

~Valerie (Smith) Reilly, 

Class of 1973

Class of 1973

“I had a fantastic time at 

the reunion.  I thought 

having events on both 

Friday and Saturday 

were perfect.  I especially 

enjoyed the island 

themed summer block 

party and the school tour.  

It was so nice to walk 

the halls and to see the 

renovations. Great job to 

all! Thanks for helping to 

make our 20th reunion 

such a success.” 

~Tia Bradley, Class of 1993

Class of 1993

“The Class of 2003 reunion 

was great. Everyone really 

enjoyed the tour of the 

school especially sharing 

time with Mary Rabbitt! 

Please tell her thank you 

again from all of us!” 

~Ashleigh Calderone,

Class of 2003

Class of 2003

~ Reunion Roll Call ~ Reunion Roll Call ~ Reunion Roll Call ~ 

~ Reunion Roll Call ~ Reunion Roll Call ~ Reunion Roll Call ~ 

The St. Lawrence Grill Team

2013 Summer block Party

2013 big red open
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SISTER THERESE MARY’S LEGACY

May the God you love and follow, and Mary, 
the mother of Jesus, receive you joyfully with 
smiles on their faces, ready to celebrate with

“The Party Nun”

The St. Philip Catholic 
Central High School 

Faculty Professional Develop-
ment Fund is being established 
in memory of Sister Therese 
Mary Rudell and Sister Electa 
Herringer through the Battle 
Creek Area Catholic Schools 
Foundation.  If you would like 
to donate to it, please send a 
check payable to the BCACS 
Foundation, 63 N. 24th Street, 

Battle Creek, MI 49015. 

In 1970, Sister Therese Mary was 
missioned to St. Philip Catholic 

Central High School and ministered 
there for the next 36 years. She 
taught high school English classes 
along with music, choral and 
instrumental; served as advisor to 
the Student Senate and yearbook 
staff, organist at school Masses, and 
chaired several fund raising activi-
ties for the school.  She was the #1 
cheerleader for 
athletics and 
always wore 
red and white 
on game days.  
It is appropriate 
that St. Philip 
continues to 
present athletes 
each year 
with the Sister 
Therese Mary Award in her honor.  

Teaching was her passion. She 
once said, “When I entered the 
IHM I knew I would be a teacher. 
During all the years, that desire has 
never changed.  More and more 
I see that the youngsters of today 
seem to be looking for some signs 
of stability and if they can’t find it 
in a religious, where are they to find 
it?  My reason for staying in teach-
ing is that.  I believe that teaching 
is by its very nature a proclamation 
of the Good News.  I think through 
patience and generosity shown in 
the day-to-day teaching of teenag-
ers the Good News is exemplified 
in me...”

Sister Therese Mary was like a 
second mother to the hundreds of 
students. She taught about life – 
lessons in manners and respect, and 
how to grow in becoming young 
adults.  She nurtured our faith and 
taught us how to be good Christian 
stewards.

Sister Therese Mary was named 
the Kalamazoo Diocesan Teacher 
of the Year for being an effective, 
inspirational, motivational and 
creative teacher. She used her 
leadership skills to reach out to 
people in need. In short, she made 
a significant impact on generations 
of families. 

In the 1970s, Therese Mary met 
Sister Electa Herringer (who passed 

away in 2012 at 
the age of 94) 
and they forged 
a long-standing 
f r i e n d s h i p .  
They enjoyed 
going on trips 
together -- es-
pecially cruises 
-- whenever 
they could.  

They both were also lucky when 
visiting the casinos, although they 
liked to term it as “exploring the 
history of native Americans!”

One of their greatest accomplish-
ments was re-energizing the St. 
Philip Alumni Association, host-
ing annual reunions for classes 
celebrating an anniversary during 
Homecoming weekend. Thanks to 
their tenacity, the alumni continue 
to gather each year in the fall to 
celebrate with their classmates.

Sister Therese Mary Rudell, 
IHM, 86, died May 2, 2013, at the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Sisters 
Motherhouse in Monroe, Michigan. 

Alumni and friends are invited to 
Homecoming mass to honor Sister 
Therese Mary on October 12, 2013 
at 4:30 p.m. at St. Philip Church.

“More and more I see 
that the youngsters of 

today seem to be looking for 
some signs of stability and if 
they can’t find it in a religious, 

where are they to find it? “

~Sister Therese Mary Rudell, IHM~

PorTionS oF ThiS arTicle were wriTTen 

by Todd GreenMan, claSS oF 1981, and 

adaPTed FroM her obiTuary wriTTen by 

The ihM MoTherhouSe.
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in MeMoRiaM
The following members of the STP Family have passed from this life to the next.

We extend our sincere condolences to their families.

in thanksgiving
St. Philip Catholic Central High School and the BCACS Foundation extend their deep appreciation 

for recent gifts received in memory or honor of these St. Philip Alumni.

gifts given in MeMoRY of aluMni:
Ruth (Heffron) Creager, Class of 1931

Emilia (Blazekovic) Martinovich, Class of 1932
Alvin Schmitzer, Class of 1934
John B. Hogan, Class of 1939
James O’Brien, Class of 1943
Paul Bauman, Class of 1944

Margaret (McCloskey) Brooks, Class of 1944
Sara (Zande) Montag, Class of 1944 

Jackie (Gaffney) Redmond, Class of 1944
Gloria (Buckley) Steinbrunner, Class of 1944

Aldo Maddalena, Class of 1945
Stan Fleece, Class of 1947

Norman “Bud” Lawrence, Class of 1951
Kathi Smith, Class of 1961

Carrie Adams, Class of 1991
Sister Therese Mary Rudell

gifts given in honoR of aluMni:

REMEMBRANCE & GRATITUDE

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed
through the mercy of God rest in peace.

Amen.

Ruth (Heffron) Creager, Class of 1931
Emilia (Blazekovic) Martinovich, Class of 1932

Ione (Daines) Meyer, Class of 1933
John B. Hogan, Class of 1939

Shirley (O’Reilly) Steinbacher, Class of 1943
Stan Fleece, Class of 1947

Charles Holler, Class of 1957
Kathi Smith, Class of 1961

Inez (Hirleman) Haywood, Class of 1965
Sue Harwood, Class of 1966
Kathie Evans, Class of 1975
Sister Therese Mary Rudell

Ruth (Heffron) Creager, Class of 1931
Members of the Class of 1962

BCACS Staff Members:
Kristin Biggs
Stacey Crane

Genevieve Green
Stephanie Halbert
Laura Hirleman

Gloria (Scott) McNamara, Class of 1980
Lindsay Meulman

Laurie Murphy
Katie Reed, Class of 2000

Tim Smith
Rick Steele

Gail Suess-Brandow
Robekah Warner

Sue Wood

 



St. Philip Alumni Association
BCACS Foundation
20 Cherry Street
Battle Creek, MI  49017

Keeping our STP Alumni, their Friends, and Family connected with Tiger Pride!

Celebrating 30 years, the BCACS Foundation proudly continues its support for
St. Philip Catholic Central High School and the Battle Creek Area Catholic Schools

In 1982, school, parish and community leaders 
agreed, “A strong future for Catholic education in 

Battle Creek depended upon cooperative and innova-
tive resource management and development efforts. 
To guarantee that BCACS will continue their mission 
of training quality Christian leaders, three develop-
ment programs are envisioned: Annual Support Pro-
grams, Special Projects Program and an Endowment 
Program.”

Since its incorporation in 1983, you are making the 
future even greater for St. Philip and the Battle 

Creek Area Catholic Schools. 
 $6.2 million in Annual Support Programs
 $1.8 million in Tuition Assistance Funding 
 $12.5 million in Capital Improvement and 
Special Program Projects
 2.5 million in Endowment Programs

We are profoundly grateful for the vision, for-
titude and leadership of the founders of the 

BCACS Foundation. Even more, we humbly thank the 
St. Philip Catholic Central Alumni for your generous 
giving to the BCACS Foundation.


