
 

Three St. Philip students, along with one student from Union City spent an “alternative” spring 
break volunteering with Habitat for Humanity of Horry County, South Carolina. After a 13+ hour 
road trip to the Myrtle Beach area, Matt Gordon, Brodie Landstra, Ryan Reincke and Deacon 
Dey (who all attend the BC Math & Science Center) spent three days learning about 
construction as they helped build a new home and work in Habitat’s ReStore warehouse. Here’s 
how they described their spring break trip. 

 
How did you spend your days on this alternative Spring Break? 
 
The Lug Nut That Got Away 
 
Leaving Friday morning, the plan was to drive about halfway to Myrtle Beach and to stop in 
Princeton, West Virginia. This didn’t go as planned when the car’s wheel lost a few lug nuts and 
we had to stop, and be towed to Beckley, West Virginia. The people were very nice there, as 
they were very helpful and courteous in helping us find a place to stay, rent a van, and get back 



 

on the road the next day. The hotel room was pretty nice, we got some pizza, and called it a 
night. 
 
The Hot Tub Boys 
Amidst the dwindling time in the car, some shenanigans took place. This horseplay soon came 
to an end as we arrived in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. Our clothing was soon stripped off in 
place of bathing suits. As dusk drew near, the hot tub available capacity shrunk as we stepped 
in, toenails freshly clipped. As we entered the tub, half submerged, we were greeted by two 
boys: Brock and Owen. In agreeance, we liked the boys and viewed them as intriguing. Hours 
passed before our pruned hands and feet emerged from the tub and waddled up to bed. 
 
Easter Sunday 
On Easter morning we headed off to mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea. While in Church we 
sang songs and listened to the priest. After mass we went shopping to get all the food we 
needed for the day. After getting back to the condo, we walked down to some shops and 
purchased many things. We played tennis and then sweaty and tired, we headed to the hot tub. 
 
Rod the Builder, part 1 
It was early in the morning when we got around to head 
out to the Habitat for Humanity build site. When we 
arrived, there were only two other builders: Rod and 
Tom. We got briefed on the safety standards and got 
our equipment. We first put scaffolding together on one 
side of the house. When the scaffolding was all put up, 
we started to hammer some plywood onto the roof. We 
put a row of plywood on both sides of the house. After 
we were done building and adding to the roof, we tore 
down the scaffolding and headed back to the condo, to 
get ready to go to the ocean to take a dip. It was very 
cold, so we headed back over to the hot tub and then 
we went to Buffalo Wild Wings to watch the Michigan 
game. After being disappointed by the game results, we 
went to sleep. 
 
May Day Golf 
We had a free day so we slept in, went mini golfing and then went to Sonic for lunch. Matt won 
the mini-putt game. We swam in the ocean which was very cold. At the end of the night, we 
spent our time warming up in the hot tub.  
 
Rod the Builder, part 2 
We woke up at 7 in the morning to get to the build site by 8 a.m. Once there, Rod and Tom gave 
us a rundown on what exactly we were supposed to be doing that day. A lot of time was spent 
inside the house clearing things out, sweeping the floors, and nailing more wood to prepare for 



 

the drywall. We also started to wrap two sides of the 
house to prepare for siding. The work day ended a 
couple hours short due to heavy winds that interfered 
with what Rod wanted to do next, which was to finish 
all the housewrap. After the work day, we all went 
back to the ocean to swim in the waves, even though 
it was frigid. The rest of the night was spent chillin in 
the hot tub. 
 
Walmart’s Little Brother 
We woke up at 9:30 to get to the ReStore on time, 
although on our way, we took a wrong turn and ended 
up about 30 minutes away. After we got there, we 
helped out the ReStore workers; Shaun and Joe. We 
unloaded donations such as chairs, tables, sofas, etc. 
into the warehouse, helped pack purchased items into 
cars as they were picked up, and also helped 
customers as they needed it. After we were done with 
the ReStore, we traveled around the Myrtle Beach 

main strip and went to a few different stores. We did an Escape Room which we almost finished. 
We went mini golfing at Treasure Island, which was a little bit better than Mayday golf. At the 
end of the day, we ended the night in the hot tub. 
 
The Last Hurrah 
Knowledge of time passed was delivered abruptly as we were greeted by our last day in  
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. Late nights are synonymous with late mornings, as it was on our 
eighth day. We woke up around eleven o’clock and slid our feet into their respective shoes, 
grabbing the tongue and heel-slider as we did so. The real meat of the day began with tennis, in 
which we partook in doubles. Sweat glands, exposed to the glaring sun, began to weep as the 
motions continued. The wailing continued until the glands were addressed by a splash of cold 
water and a swift blow of the ocean breeze. Much of the same persisted through the day until 
nightfall in which some shopping took place. As this 24 hour period came to an end, the long car 
ride of the following day had only begun. 
 
What did you experience with Habitat? How did it make you feel getting up early each day 
on your vacation to work at the job site? 
 
I was glad I did this as an alternative form of volunteering. Along the way, I learned some skills 
of which I plan to use in the future. I feel assured I've helped someone and gleeful I was given 
the opportunity. ~ Matt Gordon 
 
I was glad I got the opportunity to learn some new skills while helping others. I would definitely 
do this again in the future. ~ Brodie Landstra 



 

The time we spent working with Habitat for Humanity 
made me realize how fortunate I am. When I helped 
build the house, it was a good hands-on experience in 
helping others that will change their lives. I’m glad that I 
could do this and that I could learn about construction 
for my future as well. So the volunteering experience 
was very good for me, while also helping a family get a 
new home. ~ Ryan Reincke 
 
 
It was a great experience to be able to help another 
family out. It’s nice to be able to make a difference. ~ 
Deacon Dey 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 

 
 



 

 
 


